
Grange and Prestonfield

Community Council

Minute of Meeting

Wednesday 24th Oct. 2007

in

 The City Chambers.

GRANGE/PRESTONFIELD COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minute of First Meeting of Grange/Prestonfield Community Council held in the Dunedin Room, City Chambers, High Street, Edinburgh.
Wednesday 24 October 2007 at 7.00pm

Chairperson – Susan Bruce, Returning Officer, City of Edinburgh Council

Present: -  Susan Tritton, Erick Davidson, James Bryce, Graham Brown, Douglas Stuart, Douglas B Fisher, Joseph P Henderson, David J D Stevenson, Barbara A Robertson, Andreas Grothey, Kirsty Pacitti, Alastair D Pugh, Maureen A Edwards, Catherine I Arnott, Cecilia M E Irvine, Mansour Ahmadian, John Palmer, Tony Harris, Michael J Hunter.

Representing the City of Edinburgh Council:- Councillors Steve Burgess, Gordon Mackenzie, Ian Perry, and Cameron Rose, Shona Macarthur, Elections Officer, Corporate Services and Eileen Hewitt, Community Council Liaison Officer, Services for Communities.

Apologies:-  Myra Reid, Nigel Griffiths MP , Gavin Strang MP and Mike Pringle MSP.

1.
INTRODUCTION

S Bruce opened the meeting by explaining that, as Returning Officer, it was her duty to chair the first meeting of the Community Council until such time as interim office bearers were elected.  She welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked each person present to introduce themselves and outline why they wished to be members of a Community Council.

2.
APPOINTMENT OF OFFICE BEARERS

It was suggested that as not all members knew each other, it would be useful to appoint interim office bearers. 

Following discussion the Community Council agreed to make interim appointments to the posts of Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, Secretary and Treasurer, who would remain in post until May 2008.  Further detailed consideration to the appointment of all office bearers could take place at a future meeting.


The following members were elected as interim office bearers;


Interim Chairperson



Catherine I Arnott


Interim Vice-Chairperson


Susan Tritton


Interim Secretary



Douglas B Fisher


Interim Treasurer



Andreas Grothey

3.
CONSTITUTION

E Hewitt reported that a model Constitution had been circulated with the agenda. The Constitution was being updated by the Council and she would forward the updated version once it had been approved.

4.
FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS

E Hewitt explained that her role as the Council’s Community Council Liaison and Development Officer was to provide information and advice to all Community Councils and their dealings with the City Council. She acts as the first point of contact for City Councillors and officers who wished to make contact with Community Councils. She could be contacted on telephone number 0131 469 3838.


(i)
Annual Council Grant

E Hewitt advised that the City of Edinburgh Council paid an annual grant to Community Councils. The principal purpose of the grant was to cover administrative expenses such as postage, photocopying, production of leaflets etc.  Community Councils were permitted to incur minor expenditure of this grant on donations to local groups or events but this was not the true purpose of the Council grant.

The grant was made up from a standard lump sum plus a per capita component of 2p for every elector living in the Community Council area. The full annual grant for Grange/Prestonfield for 2007/2008 would have totalled £755.00 but as the Community Council would only be in existence for five months and one week of the current financial year, the grant allocation was £331.00.


(ii)
Banking Arrangements

E Hewitt advised that the Treasurer should deal with all financial matters, and that it would be advisable that two members sign cheques, these usually being the Treasurer and the Chairperson.

A bank account should be opened in the name of the Community Council to deposit the City Council’s annual grant cheque and from which various expenses of the Community Council would be drawn.


(iii)
Insurance Arrangements

On behalf of all Edinburgh’s community councils, the Association of Scottish Community Councils has arranged a block insurance policy with Zurich Municipal. The policy is for public liability insurance, libel and slander and personal accident. 

Although not compulsory E Hewitt recommended that, at a later meeting, members could discuss joining this policy with the cost being around £55 per year.

Should any Community Council feel the need for further insurance cover, such as for a gala or special event, the Council could provide advice on this.  


(iv)
Accommodation Subsidy

An accommodation subsidy based on the accommodation costs for the previous year is also allocated to Community Councils.  These are as follows;

    






     £

Community Councils in free lets


      
      
        0

Community Councils paying £125 or less

   
    100

Community Councils currently paying more than £125    
    150
(v)
Induction Packs

E Hewitt provided members with induction packs containing useful information such as Community Council guidance notes, useful contacts, map of the Community Council area, how to object to liquor licensing applications, neighbourhood partnerships etc .

She explained that as Community Councils were statutory consultees, the Secretary would also receive a weekly planning list from the Council on planning applications within the City of Edinburgh Council area.  A Development Quality Handbook was also available on request and the Community Council may, in future, wish to appoint a planning spokesperson to deal with planning matters.

In addition, the Secretary would receive a list of licensing applications which are issued on a quarterly basis.

The Edinburgh Association of Community Councils, which was set up by Community Councils in Edinburgh, organises meetings throughout the year and is a useful forum for putting forward views and meeting other Community Councils.

As outside organisations might wish to contact the office bearers, it would be helpful if contact names and addresses could be included on the City of Edinburgh Council’s Community Council website.  

5.
MEMBERSHIP

S Macarthur informed members that Grange/Prestonfield Community Council membership comprised sixteen Elected Members and four Nominated Representatives. There were places for four further Nominated Representative, and local interest groups not currently represented could take up the additional spaces.

During discussion it was pointed out that there were a couple of groups active in the area which might consider joining.  It was also thought beneficial to invite a representative from local student associations.  It was agreed that the Secretary would extend an invite to these groups.

6. NEIGHBOURHOOD PARTNERSHIPS

The Returning Officer, who holds the post of Neighbourhood Manager (Services for Communities) for Edinburgh South, reported on the work of Neighbourhood Partnerships (NPs).  She explained their purpose, the number of meetings held per year and gave the date of the next South/Central meeting as 19 November to be held in the Pollock Halls at 7pm with a service surgery from 6pm.  It was suggested that members invite a representative from the area Neighbourhood Partnership to future meetings to provide a more in depth presentation. 

It was agreed that the Chairperson would represent the Community Council at the next Neighbourhood Partnership Meeting. Members were made aware however that NP meetings were open to the public and any one of them could attend.

Following further discussion, the Returning Officer agreed that she would provide the Secretary with information on the range of voluntary bodies operating in the South/Central Neighbourhood Partnership area.
7.
SCHEME FOR COMMUNITY COUNCILS

E Hewitt advised that all of Scotland’s local authorities, including the City of Edinburgh Council, were required to produce a “Scheme for Community Councils”. This document detailed the rules and regulations governing the relationship between the City Council and Edinburgh’s Community Councils.  The Scheme covered everything from the purpose of Community Councils to conduct at meetings, financial arrangements etc.  A copy of the Scheme was contained in the Induction Pack.

8.
LIST OF ESTABLISHED COMMUNITY COUNCILS

A list of established Community Councils had been circulated. It was agreed that E Hewitt would provide maps showing the boundaries of neighbouring Community Councils.

9.
FUTURE MEETING ARRANGEMENTS

E Hewitt informed members that Community Councils were required to hold at least six formal meetings a year including an Annual General Meeting (AGM), and sub-groups could also be formed.  The arrangements for the venue of meetings were for the Community Council to decide. She advised that other Community Councils tended to hold regular meetings at specific times (eg first Wednesday in the month), to enable members of the public to be aware of when meetings were to take place.

The Community Council could invite Council officials to attend meetings to answer questions on matters of concern. Most Community Councils invited the Community Police Officer to the start of their meetings to discuss, for example, crime reports for the area.

Community Councils were expected to hold an AGM in May, and final appointments to the office bearer posts could also take place at this meeting.

Minutes of this meeting would be sent to the Interim Secretary. Agendas and minutes of Community Council meetings should be displayed publicly within the Community Council area, and could be advertised through any free news sheets in the Grange/Prestonfield area and by contacting the Evening News community reporter.  Advice on this could also be sought from other Community Councils.

A copy of any future minutes should also be passed to E Hewitt.

Discussion took place on the venue for the next meeting and it was noted that members of the public would also be invited to future meetings.

10.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The Returning Officer explained that the new Chairperson and Secretary would now take over the meeting and would forward a note of the remainder of the meeting to S Macarthur.









Susan Bruce









Returning Officer
The initial part of the meeting was minuted Shona Macarthur as seen above.    
After Item 10 the meeting was handed over to the new council and chaired by the newly elected Chairman, Kate Arnott with the minute kept by the Secretary, Douglas Fisher
                                                                                                      Action Points

Item 11.  Installation of Office Holders.


At this point the newly elected Office Holders took up 

the running of the meeting.

Kate Arnott, Chairman of the council was welcomed into her post.
Item 12. Matters Arising.                                                         


There were no matters arising as this was the inaugural

 meeting of the council.
Item 13. Areas of Interest and Expertise.


The Chairman asked the council members  to state what their

areas of interest and knowledge are.
Action Points

In general terms the areas of interest and knowledge fell under 
four headings:-



Planning



Roads and Traffic Control



Licensing



Environment

It was decided that working groups would be set up to focus on these
 topics as required.

A fifth working group would focus on:-

Communications

This working group to be headed by The Treasurer and will report 
back on:-
A. Setting up email communication and a “chat room” 
     for the exclusive use of members.

B. A web site with facility for residents to post comments 
      and queries “Blogging”                                                      Andreas Grothey 

Item 14. Establishing a Bank Account.

A bank account is required for the council.

Cheques and withdrawal of cash the from account would 

require the signature of two office holders of the council: -
 
Chairman – Kate Arnott

Vice Chairperson – Sue Tritton

 
Secretary – Douglas Fisher

Treasurer - Andreas Grothey

The Treasurer to set this account up and process

 the necessary paperwork etc.                                                      Andreas Grothey

 The office bearers must sign a set of this minute, once it

is approved, to authorise the setting up of the bank account,
 and send  it on to the bank.                                                           Douglas Fisher 

Item 15. South Central Neighbourhood Partnership.

It was agreed that the chairman, Kate Arnott would be the                Kate Arnott               
 council representative on the Neighbourhood Partnership   
Action Points
 board, with Vice Chairman, Sue Tritton as substitute.                        Sue Tritton

All members of the council have a right to attend these meetings

 but have no voting  right.
Item 16. A.O.C.B.


It was noted that council meetings are open to the 

public.

Council meetings and their agenda have to be publicised /

displayed in such places as libraries and post offices. 

The business of the council would also be made available

 by a newsletter. The setting up of this newsletter to be

 determined at a future meeting.

The date of the next meeting was provisionally set for 28th 
November 2007 subject to a suitable venue being secured.

Item 17. Next Council Meeting.
7.00 to 9.00 p.m.

Wednesday 28th of November 2007

in
The Matthew Hall
St. Margaret’s School.
Crawfurd Road
EDINBURGH
D.B. Fisher,

Secretary

 to

Grange / Prestonfield Community Council

Annex A.    Minute of meeting held on Sunday 28th Oct. 2007

 in the Chairman’s house of the council’s Office Holders.

Annex B.    Proposed Dates for Future Meetings of Grange /   

                  Prestonfield Community Council.
Distribution:-

All council members. 

Members of Parliament                                        


 Nigel Griffiths M.P.


Gavin Strang M.P.

Member of The Scottish Parliament


Mike Pringle MSP

City of Edinburgh Councillors

 
Steven Burgess


Gordon Mackenzie

Ian Perry

Cameron Rose

City of Edinburgh Officials.
Susan Bruce, Returning Officer
Shona Macarthur, Election Officer

Eileen Hewitt, Community Council Liaison and Development Officer

Annex A
Minute of Office Holders Meeting

 Sunday 28th of Oct. 2007.

Present: -   Kate Arnott (KA), Sue Tritton (ST), 
Andreas Grothey (AG) and Douglas Fisher (DF),
                                                                                                          Action Points

Item 1   The Bank Account.
The Treasurer brought the bank forms for completion. This 
documentation was completed by the 4 office holders.
All office bearers to visit The Bank of Scotland, Mayfield

 Road with proof of identity.                                                           All office holders

 The Chairman and Secretary to sign the minute of the                     Kate Arnott

 24th Oct. that shows authorisation of setting up a bank                          and

account for The Grange / Prestonfield Community Council           Douglas Fisher

 and to lodge a copy with the bank.                                             
Item 2 Procedures.

The Secretary to contact Shona Macarthur re the elements                 Kate Arnott

of the minute she took and approve with the Chairman the draft               and    

minute circulated for the agenda prior to next meeting                    Douglas Fisher

Secretary to publish the agenda of a forthcoming meeting 
approximately 10 days prior to that meeting, attaching the
 draft minute of the previous meeting. This item to be 
considered by the council at the next meeting                                Douglas Fisher

Item 3 Communication.
Progress discussed.

The Secretary has established a mailing group for the office holders.

The Treasure indicated that he was working on a mailing list for all 
the council

The priorities for the Communication Group were:-

 mailing list 
   and 
chat room
Web site:  target timing of next spring was agreed.  The Vice Chair

gave the web address of other councils and contact names                  Sue Tritton
Chairman will meet with Chairmen of other councils in
 Neighbourhood Partnership                                                                  Kate Arnott 
There being no further business the meeting closed.                                                                                                
Annex B
Grange / Prestonfield Community Council

Proposed Dates for Future Meetings.

 It is proposed that of Grange and Prestonfield Community Council Meetings on

 the fourth Wednesday in each month.   

2007

28th November

2008

23rd January

27th February

26th March

23rd April

28th May, proposed date for Annual General Meeting.

25th June

If circumstances make any date impractical, the Office Holders will make alternative arrangements
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