
Grange and Prestonfield

Community Council

Minute of Meeting

Wednesday 16th Jan.2008
in

 Cameron House Community Education Centre.

Present: -  Sue Tritton, Vice Chair, Erick Davidson, Graham Brown, Douglas Stuart, Douglas Fisher, Interim Secretary, Joseph P Henderson, David J D Stevenson, Barbara A Robertson, Andreas Grothey, Treasurer, Kirsty Pacitti, Alastair D Pugh, Kate Arnott, Chairman , Mansour Ahmadian, John Palmer, Tony Harris, Michael J Hunter, Myra Reid. We were subsequently joined by James Bryce and Councillors Gordon Mackenzie and Cameron Rose
Guests: - Alan Stewart, Link Officer from City of Edinburgh Council City of Edinburgh Council; Constable John Leadbetter, Lothian and Borders Police.

Apologies: - Maureen Edwards, Cecilia M. E. Irvine, Douglas Stewart, Councillors Steve Burgess and Perry, and Eileen Hewitt, Community Council Link Officer, Susan Bruce Neighbourhood Manager Services for Communities, plus Nigel Griffiths MP, Gavin Strang MP and Mike Pringle MSP.
 Action Points
Item 1 Minute of Previous Meeting.

 Approved
Item 2 Matters Arising not covered by Agenda.

   None
Item 3 Reports.
A.     Chairman’s Report. The Chairman reported that
she had attended a Neighbourhood Partnership
Meeting on Monday 14th of Jan. 2008where in 
addition to normal business there were reports from the 
Meadows short Working life Group and others.  Minutes
 available on www.edinburgh.gov.uk 
 On 10th January she attended the Services for Communities
 customer Service Strategy Consultation exercise.  The
 draft strategy set out objectives for the city council staff –
Action Points
the adoption and measuring of targets.  The
Chairman indicated the need to identify what resources
 and needs exist in our area and develop a plan to present 
to the council that would draw on the organisation of these
 council services
  

The Chairman then welcomed Alan Stewart, from the City 
of Edinburgh Council, who is or Link Officer, and PC John
 Leadbetter, Lothian and Borders Police.
 

Alan provided a hand out giving an outline of his experience 
with the council plus his role as Link Officer and his contact 
details (see Annex A for contact details and information on role).
 

Constable Leadbetter spoke on the policing of our area, the 
beats that were covered by it, recent offences in our area and
 the figures on the clearing up of cases. Constable Leadbetter 
handed out copies of his newssheet. 
 

A question was raised about the faulty external lighting at
Newington Library and how this was causing concern to 
some residents and staff re safety. Alan Stewart offered                Alan          
          to follow up to follow this matter, (see Annex B).                          Stewart
 

B. Treasurer’s Report. It was reported that although

Our account is now in existence we have not yet received 

the initial funding grant from the City Council. The

Treasurer will contact the city council as a matter of urgency    Andreas

to ask that the monies due be sent to our account.                     Grothey                                                               
C. Secretary’s Report:-
i) the Secretary asked council members

 who had nor completed their training returns

 for Eileen Hewitt to do so ,with a copy to him.

 The deadline for returns to be lodged being 21st Jan.
ii) a document called “Our lives Our Way”, has

 been received from The City Council has been received. 
It is a joint publication by all the councils in Lothian plus
 NHS Lothian on consulting with people with 
Physical and Complex Disability and the strategy the 
councils and health service should adopt. if any council 
member wished to see it they should contact the secretary.
Action Points
Item 4 Presentation by Ward Councillors.
Councillors Rose and Mackenzie let the meeting know that 
any of the 4 councillors for the ward could be contacted. The 
4 councillors had set up a rota so that at least one of them 
would be able to attend the community council meeting.

It was noted that two of the ward councillors: - Councillors

Burgess and Rose are on the Planning Committee so cannot 
pass comment on planning application
Item 5 Communications Group. 

The website was active and can be found at http://www.grangeprestonfieldcc.org.uk/wordpress/
Council members were encouraged to register with the site 
and discover how it can be used. The was a discussion forum 
plus sections for the interest groups.                                                                               
Item 6 Interest Group Reports.   
A. Planning. Tony Harris spoke to his report that had been 
distributed,(Annex C). Discussion took place on the items 
shown in the report submitted. Tony was asked to write to the 
planning department regarding work currently ongoing at 21
Craigmillar Park to ascertain that it was in line with current           Tony          

 approval and was not a breach of planning control or                   Harris

constitute premature work linked to the planning application 
that had been lodged. The meeting also asked Tony to 
write to the council indicating our objections to this 
applications. A further letter would also be sent with regards
 to the planning application for 41-43 Craigmillar Park – 
indicating the community councils approval, but with
certain caveats regarding the exterior of the buildings and their surroundings. 

B. Roads and Transport. A report from this interest group 
had been submitted, (Annex D). John Palmer spoke to 
the report and indicated that interest group were well aware that 
there would be a variety of opinions on the proposed extension 
to Controlled Parking as was being proposed by the city council, 
and various suggestions are shown in the paper. It was also noted
 that the city council was hosting an open evening in the Reid
 Kerr Church Hall at 7.00pm on Tuesday 22nd of Jan. 2008.
Action Points
It was agreed by Community Council that an officer from the
planning office should brief the council more fully on the proposals 
that were still emerging. At a point in the future the Community 

Council host a public meeting on this matter.

It was pointed out that an opportunity may have been lost when 
houses were built on the site of the old car showroom and driving 
test centre on West Savile Terrace to build a bridge across the
 railway line, which would have provided a traffic free section of a
 Safe Route to school in our area. This would be of particular
 benefit especially for children walking up to Sciennes. 
Further investigation to establish if such a bridge is still       Transport

possible was agreed.                                                                 Group
C. Environment. This group has still to meet. It was
 noted that Maureen Edwards had indicated reservations

 about taking the lead on this subject, and it was accepted

 that this role would now be taken on by Sue Tritton.
Alasdair Pugh indicated that he was still working on his             Alastair              

report regarding leisure provision and needs within our area.      Pugh
Item 7 Training for Community Councils.
 
The Secretary reported that he had received only a small
 number of copies of returns made so it was difficult to extract 
any firm trends, Bearing that in mind it was reported that the priorities

 were in the areas of: - Roles and Responsibilities of Community 

Councillors, Community Engagement, Team Building and Community

Planning.

The Chairman indicated that she was linking with Eileen

 Hewitt on this matter and at present how training would be delivered 

was still under discussion and was at an early stage of development.
Item 8. Environmental Forum.
Discussion on this was deferred
Action Points
Item 9 A.O.C.B.


The Secretary indicted that he had received a letter

from Alan Henderson, Head of Planning and Strategy with            Douglas
the City Council. The Secretary was concerned about                    Fisher
the view being expressed on the letter that pre planning
notification / links by developers would be with the Neighbourhood
Partnerships rather than community councils. Approval was given 

to consult with Tony Harris in his capacity as lead member for 
the Planning Interest Group and send off a letter to Allan Henderson,
(copy attached - Annex D)
  Questions were raised on two topics:-

 
i )the council’s name. The Secretary reported that 

suggestions had been made by some of the council, via

 emails, as requested, but no clear cut favourite was emerging.

 It was agreed by the council to continue as:-

Grange Prestonfield Community Council.

ii) it had been mentioned at the previous meeting that Lothian
and Borders Police were developing a plan to deal with
  terrorist threat  in conjunction with the business                           Kate        

 sector. It was proposed to investigate setting up a                      Arnott
 meeting with the police and other community councils                  and

 to hear what was being proposed. The Chairman would link        Erick

 with Erick Davidson on this matter.                                          Davidson
The Secretary reported that the room we were in would be available

 for the dates and times of the meeting we have scheduled.
 It was therefore agreed that we apply to use this room, and

 an application would be lodged by the Secretary with Cameron         Douglas 

 House Board of Management.                                                             Fisher
D.B. Fisher,

Interim Secretary

 to

Grange / Prestonfield Community Council

Attached:-

Annex A Contact details and the role of Alan Stewart our link officer.     
Annex B Feedback by Alan Stewart, Link Officer to our enquiries

Annex C Planning Group Report.
Annex D Roads and Transport Sub-group Report.
Annex E Letter from the Community Council to Alan Henderson.
                    Head of Panning and Strategy, City of Edinburgh Council, dated 

                   26th Jan. 2008.     
Distribution:-

All council members.

Members of Parliament                                        


 Nigel Griffiths M.P.


Gavin Strang M.P.

Member of The Scottish Parliament


Mike Pringle MSP
City of Edinburgh Councillors

 
Steven Burgess


Gordon Mackenzie

Ian Perry

Cameron Rose

City of Edinburgh Officials.

Susan Bruce, Neighbourhood Manager

Alan Stewart, Link Officer Grange Prestonfield Community Council

     Eileen Hewitt, Community Council Liaison and Development Officer
Annex A
Alan Stewart is our Link Officer with The City of Edinburgh Council.

His office address is:-

South Edinburgh Local Office

40 Captain’s Road 

EDINBURGH

 EH17 8QF

Telephone number 529 5155

e-mail alan.stewart@edinburgh.gov.uk
The Link Officer’s Role.
To act as an intermediary between the Community Council and Council.
To be a single point of contact for enquiries.

To provide advice and information on Council policies and procedures, e.g.-

if the Community Council wishes information on how the Choice Based Lettings system operates to either provide this myself or arrange for a specialist to provide a presentation at a later meeting, depending on the complexity of the enquiry/level of information required.

To deal with any general enquiries relating to Services for Communities services which are raised during Community Council meetings, on the spot if possible or by arranging to feed back at the next meeting.

New role which will develop over time.
Annex B 

Feedback by Link Officer to our enquiries

· How to book Morgan playing fields - checked with Mike Shields, Community Parks Officer.   These can be booked through the Jack Kane Centre.   Mike is happy to answer any enquiry regarding these – contact no 0777 4403523.

· External lighting problems at Newington Library.   Delay in repair was caused by discovery of asbestos round route of cables.   Repair should now be complete.

· Request for resurfacing work and a cycle lane up Causewayside past Tescos.  Request has been passed to Roads Team who will liaise with Accessible Transport Team and advise whether able to do.  

· Potholing on East and West Mayfield.  Roads team to get checked by an officer.

· Traffic calming for Ross Gardens & Rankin Drive.  What are the Council's requirements to get traffic calming put in?   Roads Team to check out and provide info on requirements for traffic calming.   (Generally prompted by accident statistics.  Decision taken by City Development.  Further info to follow.)

· HMOs – request passed to Private Rented Services Housing Licensing & Regeneration on whether advice on security is given out to HMOs.  No response to date.   Will feed back when info received.  

· Questioning whether Community Council money has been paid into bank account by Council.  Contacted Eileen Hewat who is chasing up with Financial Services.   Has been passed for payment but does not appear on their system yet.   

· Who in CEC can make decisions on Core Paths?  This is being checked by our Roads Team who will advise ASAP.  

· Safe Routes to School – who puts information together – want some feedback on decisions/advice given etc.  Have been advised the contact person is Caroline Burwell, Senior Professional Officer, Accessible Transport Services (caroline.burwell@edinburgh.gov.uk), Tel 469 3668.  Caroline would be able to respond to any specific enquiries.
Annex C
Grange/Prestonfield Community Council

Planning Group

Report – January 2008

Members:  Tony Harris (Interim Head), Sue Tritton, Kirsty Pacitti, Barbara Robertson

                   (others to be co-opted as required)

General Approach: Local associations have been notified of the setting up of the Planning Group.  As well as referrals from or contacts with local associations, the planning portal is monitored weekly for planning applications of concern.   The Planning Group would be pleased to receive information from Community Council members about any planning issues of concern to them either at application or pre-application stage.

Royal Blind School (Application 07/04734/FUL):  Following a formal request for consultation, the Planning Group submitted representations on behalf of the Community Council to this proposal to establish a multi-use playing area, with concerns being expressed about its location, effect on visual amenity and existing planting.   The outcome of this Application is awaited.

Alfred Place – proposed redevelopment of former Rowans Nursing Home Site (now demolished): Following an approach from Blacket Association, the planning group interim head attended a pre-application meeting with them and the architects Gilberts about well advanced proposals for a mixed use nursing home and sheltered housing development on this site.   Whilst there are differing views about possible uses for the site, there is a general acceptance that it will have to be redeveloped and there may not be too much opposition to the proposed use as stated above.   However, Blacket Association and neighbours are greatly concerned about the proximity of the proposed buildings to existing villas in Alfred Place and at the meeting the architects were asked to review their proposals to try to meet the objections.   The outcome of this review is awaited and there may be a further pre-application meeting, but no planning application has yet been submitted.

St Crispin’s School:  The Chairman of Savile Area Residents Association has expressed concern that if this special needs school is relocated, then the local community may lose out in any projected redevelopment of the site.   We do not know of any proposals for this school, but if any Member learns of anything, please keep the planning group informed.
Edinburgh University – King’s Buildings Campus: Contact has been established with the Estates and Buildings Department of the University and it is expected that a meeting will be arranged with them soon to find out what further proposals may be coming forward.41-43 Craigmillar Park (Application 07/05232/FUL): This application was validated on 4 Jan and representations have to be submitted by 01/02/08.  The proposals are for a 119 bed “Travelodge” type hotel preserving the existing Victorian villas with the building linking them improved in appearance and buildings at the rear demolished, together with a new linked building in Lady Road, subservient in appearance to the prominent villa at the Lady Road/Craigmillar Park corner.   It is likely that the Craigmillar Park Association will not oppose the proposals in principle, although maybe with detailed reservations.   The planning group has yet to consider this controversial and significant application, which will be explained in more detail at the meeting.

21 Craigmillar Park (formerly MacLean House, St. Margaret’s School) (Application 07/05232/FUL):  Representations have to be submitted by 17 January and so any action will have had to have been taken by the meeting and will be explained then.   The proposal is to use the existing buildings to form 3 dwellings, with 1 forming an HMO dwelling of 7 bedrooms.   The Craigmillar Park Association is objecting to the proposals.

Discussion Document “Firm Foundations: The future of housing in Scotland”:

Any observations on this have to be submitted by 25 January and the interim head of the planning group would be pleased to have any views from Members, before any comments are drafted.  The document is available via www.scotland.gov.uk or free from Blackwells bookshop.

Edinburgh City Local Plan:  The finalised revision of the local plan was issued in March 2007 before this Community Council was set up and hence it was not involved in the discussions on it.   There were numerous objections to aspects of it by local associations and others which it is likely will have to be resolved by public local enquiry and the planning group will monitor events.

Tony Harris

Planning Group

Annex D
Grange, Newington & Prestonfield Community Council

Roads and Transport Sub-group

Meeting 13/12/2007

Present: John Palmer, Tony Harris, Erick Davidson, Graham Brown, Andreas Grothey.

1. Edinburgh Core Paths Plan Consultation
Tony explained this resulted from the Land Reform Act of 2003 which required Councils to consult on and produce a core paths plan.  City of Edinburgh Council (CEC) were now consulting on their plan, with a deadline for responses of 31 December.  The full document is available from www.edinburghcorepaths.org.

There are three paths of relevance to the Community Council:
1. The Braids path along the Hermitage of Braid, Blackford Quarry, through Inch Park and Craigmillar Castle Park to join the Innocent railway.  We thought:

a. Cycling, with caution notices should be allowed along the Hermitage of Braid, thus making it a through cycle path.

b. There should be a traffic lit pedestrian crossing of Old Dalkeith Road to link the Inch to Craigmillar Castle Park.

c. The proposed cycle way along Kings Haugh to Duddingston Road West, for which CEC has resources, should be built as soon as the current Braid Burn flood prevention works and developments at Prestonfield Industrial Park are completed.

2. Blackford Hill to the Meadows.  We thought 

a. There should be better signage to Lover’s Loan; it should be no cycling and the barriers need to be widened to admit twin children’s buggies.

b. We supported the proposed link to the Union Canal through the south side of the Astley Ainslie Hospital and the Royal Edinburgh Hospital, particularly with a dedicated crossing of Morningside Road.

3. Innocent Railway.  We thought there should be better signage from the City Centre, Pleasance and Holyrood Park to the cycle path and entrance to the Innocent Railway tunnel.

Tony Harris undertook to write up these points and submit them to CEC as our response to the consultation.

2. Items for Future Debate
1. South Suburban Railway

We will need to keep abreast of the development of the business case for re-opening the railway.  There was a general feeling that we thought it would bring benefits to the area.  The other issue was the number of stations that would be opened on the line.
2. Controlled Parking Zones

This is an issue that splits the public.  Persons living within CPZs, once they have got over the shock of having to pay to park their car, appear to be happy with them as they make parking around their homes easier.  They also eliminate parking on both sides of relatively narrow streets.  The current practise effectively turns these into single lane roads that are difficult for big vehicles to negotiate.  

Those on the edge of them are unhappy as they create extra pressure on parking, both during the day and in the evening. 

We noted:
a. There appear to be more accidents along Kilgraston Road as people have started parking there – John would try and get accident statistics from CEC.

b. CEC is reviewing the recent extension of the S1 zone and we should await the result.

c. There are differences of opinion about parking on streets close to CPZs, often determined by whether the resident uses their car during the day or not.  Vacant day spaces are often taken by people ‘parking and riding’ into Scottish Widows or city centre, but they leave at night and weekends freeing up spaces for residents.

d. Extension of CPZs creates an incentive for people to pave over their front gardens for car parking.  There are views that this is unsightly and a loss of bio-diversity.

e. We hoped the development of new Park & Ride sites at Straiton and Sherrifhall would ease the situation in the CC area.  

We suggested: CEC consider developing mini park & ride sites in the area, for instance in a number of bays in the Cameron Toll car park.

3. Pedestrian Routes

We noted the streets from Blackford through the Grange leading to Sciennes Primary or the Meadows were generally pretty quiet and offered relatively safe walking and cycling.  The main users are children going to Sciennes and Gillespie Primary Schools and students going from Marchmont to the Kings Buildings.  The following points were made:

a. The only bridges across the South Suburban Railway were at Mayfield Road, Blackford Avenue and Oswald Road, which rather channels cyclists and walkers up these main throughfares.

b. There is a particularly difficult and dangerous crossing at the junction of West Savile Terrace and Mayfield Road, which people have been campaigning about for some time. 
c. Children from the area mostly have to go outwith to get to school; we believe CEC have people working on ‘safer routes to school’. 

We suggested:  

d. In developing the South Suburban Railway consideration could be given to a pedestrian bridge between Mayfield Road and Blackford Avenue.

e. The junction of West Savile Terrace and Mayfield Road is improved for pedestrians.  

f. ‘Safer Routes to Schools’ officers are invited to inform us of the developments and advice they are pursuing. 

4. Cycling

We recognised that cycling in most of the area is relatively straightforward, with most of the roads being quiet and cycle routes signed.  The main difficulty is Mayfield Road, which is mostly used as an arterial route.  The surface is in a poor state, particularly along Causewayside, and the Tesco Metro has caused a problem with cars parking on both sides of the road outside.

We suggested this road should be re-surfaced and cycle laned from Ratcliffe Terrace to Melville Drive, particularly in a manner which prevents people driving or parking on the cycle lane.

Some residents complain about cyclists riding without lights or reflective clothing and also on pavements.  We thought this a matter of education and could be tackled through cycle training in schools.

5. Traffic Calming

Much of the area benefits from traffic calming with ‘sleeping policeman’, except the Ross Gardens / Rankins area.  This has young families where children still play on the street.  We would want to encourage this.

We ask for this area to be calmed as a matter of priority.

6. Bus Services

We felt the No. 24 was a valuable service as it is the only one that goes down Lothian Road and to the West End.  We believe its reliability and frequency of service, particularly at night and weekends, could be improved.  This would help for instance residents wanting to go to the theatres and cinemas in Lothian Road and visitors staying in the B&Bs along Mayfield Road.
Annex E
Grange Prestonfield Community Council

86 Findhorn Place

EDINBURGH

EH9 2NZ  

To: - A. Henderson,

Head of Planning and Strategy,

Planning and Strategy,

City of Edinburgh Council,

Waverley Court,

4 East Market Street,

EDINBURGH

EH8 8BG                                                                                    26th Jan. 2008     

Dear Mr. Henderson,

Community Council and the Planning Service.
Many thanks for your letter on the above subject dated 7th Jan.2008.  

The letter very helpful however on behalf of the Community Council the following point must be made and we hope acted upon: - 

In the section Community Engagement, it is noted developers will be directed at the pre-application stage to Neighbourhood Partnerships rather than Community Councils. This seems very odd because Neighbourhood Partnerships have no role at the application stage re planning. Subsequently at the application stage the Community Council may not have any reliable knowledge of what has been done or said at pre-application stage. As Community Councils are the statutory group they should be the point of contact for pre-application discussions. A practice taken up by some developers, and should be encouraged. Neighbourhood Partnerships are also too large and are provably not responsive enough. If the Neighbourhood Partnerships take on this role then Community Councils will have an early warning element closed off.   

 

The contact details shown on the annex are correct regarding me. I do however ask that planning notifications are also sent to:-

Tony Harris,

21 Mentone Terrace,

EDINBURGH,

EH9 2DG

email address  

chair@craigmillar-park.co.uk 
who heads our Planning Interest Group.

Finally it is requested that when drawings are being sent out to save on duplication, one set is acceptable, and should go to Tony Harris.


I can in some way understand the task of communication with the forty plus Community Councils. I’m sure though you will also be sensitive to the need for Community Councils to be kept informed and that they carryout their statutory functions from a point of knowledge.  

Yours sincerely,

D.B.Fisher,

Secretary

Grange Prestonfield Community Council

distribution:-

internal:-

 K. Arnott, Chairman, Grange Prestonfield, Community Council

T. Harris, Planning Interest Group, Grange Prestonfield, Community Council

external:-

Councillors   S. Burgess

         “            G. Mackenzie

         “            I. Perry

         “            C. Rose
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