
Grange and Prestonfield

Community Council

Minute of Meeting

Wednesday 28th Nov. 2007

in

 The Matthew Hall, St. Margaret’s School.

Present: -  Sue Tritton, Vice Chair, Erick Davidson, James Bryce, Graham Brown, Douglas Stuart, Douglas Fisher, Secretary, Joseph P Henderson, David J D Stevenson, Barbara A Robertson, Andreas Grothey, Treasurer, Kirsty Pacitti, Alastair D Pugh, Maureen A Edwards, Kate Arnott, Chairman , Mansour Ahmadian, John Palmer, Tony Harris, Michael J Hunter, Myra Reid.

Guests: - Susan Bruce, Neighbourhood Manager, Services for Communities, City of Edinburgh Council; Inspector Tom Galbraith, Lothian and Borders Police.
Apologies: - Cecilia M. E. Irvine, Councillors Steve Burgess, Gordon

 Mackenzie, Ian Perry, and Cameron Rose, Shona Mac Arthur, Elections Officer, Corporate Services and Eileen Hewitt, Community Council Liaison Officer, Services for Communities, Nigel Griffiths MP, Gavin Strang MP and Mike Pringle MSP.

Action Points

Item 1 Minute of Previous Meeting.


One small correction on page 2 line 3, date                    Douglas Fisher          

should read May 2008 not May 2007. The minute

was approved.

Item 2 Matters Arising not covered by Agenda.

          Susan Bruce would establish whether or not the contact

 details of Community Councillors had to be given out to the
 public.
Item 3 Reports.
  A. Chairman’s Report. The Chairman reported that
           she had attended the Neighbourhood Partnership 
Committee Meeting held on the 19th of Nov. as our
 representative. It was noted that there were a number
 of projects taking place in the South side that included 
our council’s area, and that the police had spoken on 
measures taken to improve the efficiency of their 
communication centre at Bilston. 
Action Points
B. Police Report.  Inspector Tom Galbraith, Lothian
and Borders Police spoke on the various teams/ groups

of police officers working in our area. He placed particular 

emphasis on the community officer team and how where

possible, they would have a representative at council 

meetings. Inspector Galbraith also indicated that he

would set up a visit to the communication centre in

Bilston for council members. Two council members

 had been on such a visit and thanked the inspector, 

indicating they found the visit very interesting.

Inspector Galbraith then took questions and remained 
for the rest of our meeting.
C. Treasurer’s Report. The Treasurer reported that a bank 
Account had been applied for with The Bank of Scotland 
on Mayfield Road.  
Information on Public Liability Insurance was given, with

 the cost being approximately £55.00 p.a. It was agreed           Andreas      
that an insurance policy be taken out.                                        Grothey 
D. Secretary’s Report.

The Secretary reported that Newington Library and

 the educational establishments within and near to our 
council area had agreed to advertise our meetings. A 
similar approach to the local post offices had also been
 made but although agreement was given it will require
 checking to establish if our signs were displayed. Joseph
 Henderson also offered to display notices in the building
 he lived in.

A map showing Grange Prestonfield Community

 Council’s area and neighbouring community councils was 

distributed.
A folder of showing all external correspondence with the 

general public or companies has been established, and is 

available for the members to examine. The Secretary

reported that there had only one enquiry from a member 
of the public about the council. 

Action Points
Item 4 Communications Group. 

A trial website has been set up and Andreas along with
the other group members explained the various ways in which it 
could be used including the posting of information, themes such 
as planning etc. The use of a part of the site as a discussion forum
 was also looked at.

The Communication Group were congratulated on what had been
 done in a short time.


Time was also spent discussing how our site be hosted. 
Various options, including commissioning a private company, to 
set our site up were discussed. It was agreed however that we 
wished to set up the site and authorised  the Communication
 Group could spend up to £100.00 for a subscription to a         Communication

host provider.                                                                                 Group   
Item 5 Interest Groups.   

It was agreed to set up the following groups.

A. Planning. Tony Harris to lead along with 

Sue Tritton and Kirsty Pacitti. (Barbara Robertson who
 had to leave the meeting early has now joined this group.)
Where a planning application was made the interest group 
would bring on board the council member who lived nearest to 
the location that was under consideration.        

It was noted that under current legislation you now needed 
3 objections before a planning application would be called in.
The issue of applications for a House of Multiple Occupancy 
was mentioned. It was noted that it is difficult to monitor
 applications as notification only needs to be displayed outside
 of the accommodation concerned.

B. Roads and Transport. John Palmer to lead along with 

Erick Davidson, Graham Brown, Andreas Grothey, Tony Harris 
and Douglas Fisher.
C. Environment. Maureen Edwards agreed to lead on this
 group, along with Myra Reid. and Douglas Stewart.
 (Barbara Robertson has joined this group as well.)
Action Points
At this stage it was agreed to defer any decision about
 setting up an Interest Group for Licensing.

Alastair Pugh indicated that the council should look 
at the leisure needs and facilities in our area. He agreed              Alastair

to a request from the Chairman to produce a paper on                  Pugh

 this topic.                                                                                      
A question was asked about procedures, and for the 
feedback from interest groups. It was agreed that the lead
person would report back to the full council. It was however 
agreed that the planning group may have to lodge
a brief notice of interest / objection because of timescale 
before bringing the matter to a council meeting.

It was also agreed that any reports from the interest groups
 or documents from council members be distributed before 

council meetings.
Item 6. Training for Community Councillors.

Susan Bruce would provide information on this. It                         Susan

was noted that the courses are free.                                                         Bruce
Item 7 The Council’s Name.

      
There was a lengthy, but inconclusive discussion on the 
community council’s name. It was stated that Grange Prestonfield 
could be misleading as not all of the geographical area called The 
Grange was in the council‘s area. It was further noted that there 
could be some confusion with the pre-existing Grange Association. 

Various suggestions were made by a number of council 
members – Newington Prestonfield, Mayfield and South Newington. 
No vote was taken on this matter and it was agreed that council members 
should send their suggestion s to the Secretary. It was however

 agreed that if we wished to change our name we should do it sooner
 than later.

Item 8 Core Paths.


Tony Harris spoke to this topic. He indicated that under the City 
of Edinburgh’s core paths scheme there are 3 paths within our areas. Tony gave details on these paths and indicated that by and larger they impressed as a sensible ideas but that there were some discrepancies between what was being proposed and existing paths/lanes. He would be seeking clarification on this from the City of Edinburgh Council.

Action Points
Item 9 Dates of Council Meetings.


It was acknowledged that the proposed sequence 
of meeting –the 4th Wednesday of the month clashed with 
other events members may wish to attend e.g. The 
Neighbourhood Partnership Forum. After discussion it was
 agreed to move the meeting to the 3rd Wednesday of the
 month. The dates for meeting are now:-16th  Jan. 20th Feb. 
19th Mar. 16th April 21st May and 18th June 2008. Our AGM will take 
place at the 21st May meeting. 

The Secretary was also charged with finding a venue for our next              Douglas
 meeting.                                                                                                        Fisher
Item 10 A.O.C.B.
The Secretary checked contact details for 2 council members.

 There being no further business the meeting closed.

D.B. Fisher,

Secretary

 to

Grange / Prestonfield Community Council

.

Distribution:-

All council members. 

Members of Parliament                                        


 Nigel Griffiths M.P.


Gavin Strang M.P.

Member of The Scottish Parliament


Mike Pringle MSP

City of Edinburgh Councillors

 
Steven Burgess


Gordon Mackenzie

Ian Perry

Cameron Rose

City of Edinburgh Officials.

Susan Bruce, Neighbourhood Manager

Alan Stewart, Link Officer Grange Prestonfield Community Council

Eileen Hewitt, Community Council Liaison and Development Officer
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