Grange and Prestonfield

Community Council

Minute of Meeting

Wednesday 20th February 2008

in

 Cameron House Community Education Centre.

Present:  Kate Arnott (Chair), Sue Tritton(minutes), Andreas Grothey, Myra Reid, Graham Brown, Joe Henderson, David Stevenson, Mansour Ahmadian, Tony Harris, John Palmer, Douglas Stuart, Kirsty Pacitti, Erick Davidson, Mike Hunter, Alastair Pugh, Jim Bryce, Maureen Edwards, Cecilia Irvine, Cllr Cameron Rose, Alan Stewart (CEC),

Public: Bill Polson, Anne-Marie Fraser, Dale Finlayson, Douglas Dalgleish, Bert Arnott and Graham Muir, (not signed in).
Guest: Mr Mc Rae, representing the company wishing to develop 41- 43 Craigmillar Park.
Apologies: Douglas Fisher, Barbara Robertson, Mike Pringle, (MSP), Margot Mac Donald, (MSP), P.C. Leadbetter

                                                                                               Action Points
Item1. Minute of Meeting 16 Jan 2008 

Proposed by Graham Brown, seconded Joe Henderson

Item2. Matters Arising not covered by agenda.
The Chairman reported that Mr McRae (representing the developers) 
would speak, if the meeting agreed, for about 5 minutes on the 
proposed development at 41-43 Craigmillar Park. 

Item 4 Police Report.
The local newsletter from Inspector Tom Galbraith was available
 and those present were invited to contact the secretary if a copy was
 wanted. The written report showed that there were few incidents for
 the time of year; a few break-ins were reported but not concentrated
 in any particular area. 

Item 5 Reports.
A) Chairman’s Report

The Chairman and several others had attended the meeting on January 27th at the Reid Memorial Hall about the proposed extension of the Controlled Parking Zone.
 Various concerns noted included the worry that the informal “park and
 ride” would just be displaced, that there is no visitor parking in Zone 7, what about the area south of the railway etc. As there is sufficient public interest in
 this matter the CC would hold a Public Meeting (probably in June) – to be arranged by John Palmer and the “Roads and Transport Group”. Brian Butler (CEC, Transport) will attend the CC meeting in April to update the CC on the progress of the CPZ extension, including consultation with the area south of the railway etc.

Together with Sue Tritton the Chairman had attended a training session for Neighbourhood Partnership members on Monday Feb18th in the City Council. 

She particularly referred to information and/or training to be provided on the “Fairer Scotland Fund” and “Design standards for buildings” and indicated that the latter should be open to other CC members.

B) Treasurer’s Report

The treasurer reported that the grant of £331 should be in the bank. There
 are outstanding commitments of £115.96 leaving a balance of £215.04

Item 7 Communication Group

The website is more-or-less up and running. Andreas appealed to everyone
 to post information on the site and explained that the Forum is open to everyone. Items to be posted on the main website need permission and items should be sent to Andreas for inclusion. Kate congratulated Andreas on the work he had done on the website.

The Chairman reported that an informal meeting with Erick Davidson had been held to discuss how best to publicise the CC. Erick said that the 
publicity should be partly via a newsletter (1-3 issues a year) and partly
 via the website which could provide much more up-to-date information. A modern high standard appearance is necessary for both. Anne-Marie Fraser is willing to help.

Alan Stewart provided an up-to-date sheet detailing various CC matters,

to be emailed to the Secretary. The Chairman thanked him for all his work  

for the CC.                                                                                                   

Item 8 Working/Interest Groups.
A) Planning Group
The Chairman said that she was unhappy with the proposal that pre-application discussions are to be with the Neighbourhood Partnerships
 and not with Community Councils and had asked for this be changed. 

The meeting agreed that Mr McRae, Indigo, should address the meeting about 41-43 Craigmillar Park. He explained that the application would be considered by the Planning Committee on Feb 27th and that the official recommendation is for refusal. There had been 17 letters of support, 
(including from the Craigmillar Park Association, the GPCC and Cllr Gordon Mackenzie) and 75 letters of objection (mainly that the hotel would cause problems in the area and that there is not enough parking provided). He distributed photo montages (as it is and how the proposed building would appear) of the site.  There was considerable discussion including complaints from Mr Muir (of Lady Road) about lack of consultation and that the CC was not representing the views of Lady Road residents. The meeting was reminded that the official report to the Planning Committee is available via
 the City Council’s website.

Tony’s report had been circulated – additional information: 
i) There will be a meeting with Edinburgh University on March 10th about planned developments at Kings Buildings – further details from Tony.

ii) 1 Mentone Terrace. Sue had written a letter on behalf of the CC as Tony is a direct neighbour.

iii) Granby Road – trees had been cut down (the owners had approval). However, it is difficult for neighbours to know if such work is authorised as no neighbour notification is required. Cllr Rose was asked if he could investigate the possibility of neighbour notification for tree work in conservation areas. 

iii) 91 West Savile Terrace: the application for 8 terrace houses is considered to be overdevelopment for this site.

iv) Alfred Place: additional drawings had been provided and a further meeting with the architects, Blacket Association and concerned residents is planned. 

v) 3 Craigmillar Park: there is a proposal for a small villa on this corner site – this raises concerns about overdevelopment in villa sites.

vi) Tony had attended a meeting of the Civic Forum which had been particularly informative on changes to planning regulations. 

vii) The issue of whether the GPCC should join the Cockburn Association was raised. The meeting approved this – cost is £30 per year. Tony and Andreas to liaise.

B) Roads and Transport Group.
John Palmer said that the CPZ extension was a major concern (discussed earlier). The other main issue was the submission made to the “Core Paths” consultation. The proposed cycle link across the Peffermill Road to the Innocent Railway was being chased up. The agreement to provide this by Wimpy in 1996 had not been done (possibly because of planned flood prevention works) - Cllr Rose was asked to check if the legal agreement is still valid.

C) Environmental Group

Sue apologised that this group has still to meet.

Licensing Matters - to be looked at later.
Leisure Needs 

Alastair Pugh said he had done very little except to look at maps to see what facilities exist – he will provide a list when he has fully checked the area. John asked that informal play areas should also be noted.
Item 9 AOCB

Mr Muir complained about the quality of the minutes and said that copies of all correspondence with the developers of 41-43 Craigmillar Park should be made available to him.
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