Grange Prestonfield Community Council
15/2 Bright’s Crescent

Edinburgh

EH9 2DB
November 2009

Ms Caroline Burwell

Road Safety Manager

CEC City Development

City Chambers

High Street

Edinburgh, EH1 1YJ

Dear Caroline
MAYFIELD ROAD / WEST SAVILE TERRACE – PROPOSED TRAFFIC SIGNALS

DRG. NO. NW/635492/3/01
Following our initial consideration of the proposal to modify this junction at the GPCC Meeting on 21st October 2009, we had the opportunity to re-visit the matter in the light of your presentation to the GPCC at the meeting on the 18th November 2009.  Following your presentation and a subsequent debate which included members of the Community Council and attending members of the public, the Community Council came to the following decisions.

The first was to restate our view that road safety at this junction was of great concern to the community and strongly supported City of Edinburgh Council in addressing the issue as a priority.
The second was to re-consider the proposals submitted for consultation by CEC as detailed in the drawings referenced above and due for consideration by the TIE Committee on 24th November.  The outcome of this vote was to support the proposal by a margin of 12 to 1 with no abstentions.  The vote was quorate, and therefore the Community Council SUPPORTS the proposal to install traffic signals at the junction on the basis that:
1. The accident statistics at this junction are extremely serious with 20 accidents in the last 10 years, 16 of which have involved cyclists.  Of these 16, there have been 9 in the last 3 years and 3 in 2009.  These are alarming figures and do not include near misses and probably not all the accidents that have occurred.

2. The Council have considered a variety of options other than installing a signal system.  None of them were compliant with either design requirements or would reduce the main hazard at the site, that being the risk to northbound cyclists from traffic turning into or out of West Savile Terrace.

Therefore, on balance we consider that the principle of implementing a full signal system at this junction is in the interest of the majority of residents and road users.  However, we note that the vote on this matter by the CEC TIE on the 24th of November is for agreement in principle to the signalisation of the junction, not for the exact detail as presented in the drawings referenced above.  
The implementation of any signal system will detrimentally affect a number of local residents and we hope that all steps are taken to minimise the negative impact.  Therefore, we ask that consideration be given to the following points prior to the finalisation of the plan for this junction:

1. The layout of the junction be made as compact as possible.  Currently the proposal shows the stop lines on all approaches set back significantly from the line of the intersecting road.  This creates a large “no-man’s-land” inside the junction in which no stopping or parking is possible.  We believe that a more compact junction will increase road user awareness and further reduce the hazard.
2. A more compact junction will allow the impact of parking restrictions to be reduced.  They will cover the same distance, but will start closer to the junction and therefore not continue so far up the approaches on Mayfield Road.  In addition we ask that the traffic restrictions are made as lenient as possible within the requirement and restrictions of road safety and compliance with design criteria.  We are particularly concerned about any negative impact on the traders and businesses at the junction and north of the railway on Mayfield Road.
3. The removal of the barriers on the junction corners to allow pedestrian diagonal crossing which will aid flow and convenience – an added benefit from a more compact junction.

4. The left turn from West Savile Terrace is built out to make the intersection at a right angle rather than at the 45 degree angle that is in place at the moment.  We understand that this is a bus route and so the design has to accommodate bus turning requirements, however the buses emerging from West Savile Terrace turn south onto Mayfield Road so there should be little impact to them.
5. The removal of the island on the south side of the junction on Mayfield Road, as a pedestrian refuge is not necessary with a controlled crossing.  If it is retained, it will continue to act as a pinch point for traffic flowing through the junction and thus squeeze cyclists who are travelling through at the same time as cars.
6. The installation of MOVA type signals.

7. Review of the beeping volume of the ‘green man’ and hours of operation to minimise the noise irritation to residents.

8. The positioning of signage on the north and south approach to the junction to warn cyclists of the hazard.

Notwithstanding the need to address safety at this junction, there 2 other major ongoing issues to consider that will directly affect the final design - the new proposals for controlled parking and the Quality Bicycle Corridor.  We ask therefore that any plan for this junction include the requirements of all 3 elements.  We believe that there is a compelling case to produce a master plan for the local area from West Savile Road to Mentone Terrace showing the road layout, parking and cycle routes.
Finally, the Community Council request the opportunity to review the final draft for this junction before it is signed off for implementation.
We are aware that we have passed the deadline for submissions on this matter; however, we ask that the change in our position and our subsequent comments be considered following the outcome of the decision by the TIE on the 24th.
Yours sincerely

John Palmer

Chair

Grange Prestonfield Community Council 

c.c Cllrs Burgess, MacKenzie, Perry and Rose

Ian Peat
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